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themselves, and stripping law-abiding
citizens of their right to bear arms will
not accomplish that.

The American people do not want to
see their Second Amendment rights
limited, and neither do I. I will do ev-
erything in my power to fight against
this administration’s gun grab.

For 225 years, Americans have had
the right to bear arms, and I am not
about to see this right be compromised
for the sake of a political legacy. The
Constitution is not merely a signifi-
cance. It is the law of the land.

———

END THE OVER-PRESCRIPTION OF
PAIN KILLERS

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, last
month the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention issued guidelines that
urge primary care physicians to think
twice before prescribing opioids for
pain relief. I strongly support their
call. Last year I asked the Federation
of State Medical Boards to encourage
stronger guidelines as well.

New research suggests that the over-
prescription of opioids may be wide-
spread across the medical community.
Pain management is an important part
of a physician’s practice, but it is crit-
ical that prescribers understand when
options other than these highly addict-
ive drugs are available.

Mr. Speaker, last year the number of
fatal overdoses from prescription pain-
killers increased by 16 percent and,
from heroin, 28 percent. There are
19,000 Americans who lost their lives,
and more die every day.

I thank the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention for their work on
this issue, and I urge the administra-
tion, Congress, and the medical com-
munity to end the over-prescription of
painkillers.

———

THE PRESIDENT’S LEGACY OF
FAILURE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this evening the President
will address Congress and the Amer-
ican people and will defend his legacy
of failure in jobs, national defense, and
more gun control.

The President’s legacy has destroyed
jobs and has increased regulations that
cripple small business. He should
change course to support creating jobs
and reducing unnecessary regulations,
and he should repeal ObamaCare.

The President’s legacy overseas—
abandoning Iraq, not upholding the red
line in Syria, and opposing a NATO
training force in Libya—allowed ISIS
to grow, with children fleeing, drown-
ing at sea.

The President should change course
to actually destroy ISIS. American
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families need a positive plan for vic-
tory in the global war on terrorism.

The President’s legacy of more gun
control would not have stopped any of
the mass attacks. The President should
change course to reform mental health
and to stop terrorists from attacking
American families.

I join the rest of America in hoping
the President offers a positive agenda
for the American people tonight, not
more Big Government failure.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

———

2015 NCAA FOOTBALL NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP VICTORY

(Ms. SEWELL of Alabama asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today with Congressman ROB-
ERT ADERHOLT, as well as with the rest
of the Alabama delegation, to con-
gratulate Coach Nick Saban and the
Crimson Tide for a tremendous victory
last night in the NCAA National Foot-
ball Championship.

What can I say? Roll Tide.

The win represents the 16th National
Football Championship for the Crimson
Tide and the fourth national title in 7
years under the leadership of Coach
Nick Saban. What an awesome record.

The State of Alabama and its delega-
tion are extremely proud of the tal-
ented football players, coaches, stu-
dents, and fans. From Heisman Trophy
winner Derrick Henry, quarterback
Jake Coker, and the tremendous 95-
yvard run of Kenyan Drake, all of the
players—the entire 2015 team—deserve
our applause and congratulations. This
team will join the annals of Tide his-
tory as one of the 16 national cham-
pionship teams. What an honor.

We also acknowledge the Clemson
University Tigers for a great season
and a great championship game last
night.

I want to personally acknowledge
Representative JEFF DUNCAN and his
staff for the friendly wager and the
spirited banter on social media. I know
that Congressman DUNCAN will look
great on the Capitol steps in the Bear
Bryant houndstooth hat and in the
University of Alabama tie. Now bring
on that South Carolina barbecue.

Once again, we, the Alabama delega-
tion, stand here today with slight hu-
mility and great pride to congratulate
the Crimson Tide of the University of
Alabama as the 2015 National Football
Champion.

What do we say collectively? Roll
Tide.

———————

SERVICEMEMBERS RETIREMENT
IMPROVEMENT ACT
(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, most of America’s Guard and
Reserve forces also hold civilian jobs in
addition to their military service; but,
unfortunately, the IRS doesn’t treat
these heroes fairly when it comes to
their retirement savings.

Right now, if a Guard or a Reserve
servicemember decides to benefit from
a Thrift Savings Plan, or TSP, match,
then the IRS may limit the member’s
ability to save for retirement simply
because he also has a civilian career.

This is wrong, which is why I will be
introducing the Servicemembers Re-
tirement Improvement Act. I am
pleased that the bill is supported by a
wide range of military and veteran ad-
vocacy groups.

Just because they happen to be serv-
ing our country, our servicemembers
shouldn’t be penalized when it comes
to saving for their retirements. We are
working hard to right this wrong.

———

THE STATE OF THE UNION’S
EMPTY SEAT

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, tonight, for
the first time, there will be one empty
seat in our First Lady’s box for the
State of the Union Address. One seat
will be left open next to Ryan Reyes,
whose boyfriend, Daniel Kaufman, was
shot and killed in the recent terrorist
attack in San Bernardino. That open
seat will represent Daniel and all of the
Americans who have lost their lives to
gun violence.

Tonight, when I look at that empty
chair, I am going to be thinking about
Mary Matsumoto, a 72-year-old woman
who was shot and killed in San Pedro
last January; Armando Bejar, a 15-
year-old boy who was shot and killed in
Compton in September; Lucille Wills, a
T4-year-old woman who was shot and
killed in Carson in April; Emmanuel
Sosa, an 18-year-old young man who
was shot and killed in Wilmington,
California, in June.

That seat will represent the 436 peo-
ple who have been shot and killed in
just Los Angeles County alone since
the last State of the Union.
Heartbreakingly, if we were to save
empty seats for each one of those vic-
tims, every seat on the House floor to-
night would be empty.

——
O 1215

HONORING THE LIFE OF HOWARD
GAMBLE

(Mr. GOSAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and memory of
Dr. Richard Howard Gamble of Shef-
field, Alabama, who passed away on
Christmas Day.

Howard served as a giant in the field
of dentistry where he held numerous
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leadership positions, including the
president of the Academy of General
Dentistry, president of the Alabama
AGD chapter, and president of the Ala-
bama Dental Association.

Additionally, Howard devoted 17
years of public service to the State of
Alabama serving as mayor of Sheffield,
police and fire commissioner, city
councilman, and Colbert County com-
missioner.

However, I am sure that Howard
would be most proud of his record serv-
ing our country in the United States
Air Force.

Despite these impressive accomplish-
ments, Howard didn’t live to rack up
titles or positions. He lived to fulfill
his mission of making a difference in
the lives of his patients and his com-
munity. In that regard, Howard was a
huge success.

On a personal note, I am incredibly
proud to follow in Howard Gamble’s
footsteps as a dentist who answered the
call of public service and to call How-
ard a personal friend. His lifelong con-
tributions to advancing the field of
dentistry will not be forgotten.

Finally, I would like to honor How-
ard, a graduate of the University of
Alabama School of Dentistry, by say-
ing two words that Howard would want
to hear more than anything else: ‘“Roll
Tide.”

Thanks for all the smiles, Howard.
You will be missed.

——————

IN HONOR OF JOSEPH JACKSON,
JR.

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
honor of Joseph Jackson, Jr., a resi-
dent of my hometown of Anaheim,
California.

Mr. Jackson was born on April 14,
1937, to a domestic worker and a jan-
itor in Memphis, Tennessee, during the
height of segregation.

His tremendous civil rights contribu-
tions date back to 1960 when he was
elected as the Youth Council president
of the NAACP at Tougaloo College,
Mississippi.

On March 27, 1961, as a young college
student, Mr. Jackson participated in a
peaceful civil rights movement with
eight others. You see, he wanted to be
able to go into the Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, Municipal Library. They did a
sit in—a ‘“‘read in,” they called it.
These nine civil rights students were
recognized as the Tougaloo Nine.

Mr. Jackson’s desegregation move-
ment started small, but his efforts led
our Nation to ultimately desegregate
public institutions.

As we celebrate Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s Day, he has had an incredible im-
pact, but let us not forget the Tougaloo
Nine.

We honor Mr. Joseph Jackson, Jr.,
and the Tougaloo Nine for their his-
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toric achievements, nonviolent activ-
ism, and their courage to advocate for
a civil society.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN
BENTLEY

(Mr. WEBER of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to honor a dear friend and
compatriot, John Bentley of League
City. John lost his fight to cancer on
December 20. He was a mere 73 years
old.

John and his beloved Geri, his wife,
moved to League City in 1999 where
they immersed themselves into the
community by getting involved in
local politics, nonprofits, and the local
church.

John served on the Galveston County
Health District’s United Board of
Health and served as a chair for pre-
cinct 152 for the county Republican
Party. He also helped form the Bay
Area Pachyderm Club where he was the
club’s vice president this year.

John was very passionate about local
politics and became a very influential
figure in our county. Along with his
wife Geri, they established the Clear
Lake Tea Party in 2009 where John
served as the group’s chairman in 2010.

It is with great sadness I must say
good-bye to my friend, but it is impor-
tant that we celebrate his life and be
comforted in the fact that he is now
with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

—————
MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY

(Ms. GRAHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise in advance of Martin Luther King
Day to recognize Dr. King and the ad-
vocates of peace, equality, and social
justice who continue his work today.

Dr. King spoke of a dream: that his
children would grow up in a world
where they would not be judged by the
color of their skin, but by the content
of their character. Thanks to his work
and sacrifice, I have had the benefit of
growing up in a changing world where
our content is more important than
the color of our skin.

We still have more work to do. I want
my children to grow up in a changed
world where, regardless of race, gender,
or sexual orientation, we can all be
treated equally.

I hope this Congress will remember
Dr. King and will continue to work to
ensure that all Americans have the
right to vote, equality under the law,
and the opportunity to succeed.

———

SANCTITY AND DIGNITY OF
EVERY HUMAN LIFE

(Mr. POMPEO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, during
his visit this September, less than 20
feet from where I stand, Pope Francis
stood before this Congress and encour-
aged us ‘“‘to protect, by means of the
law, the image and likeness fashioned
by God on every human face.”
Throughout my time representing the
people of Kansas, I have fought to de-
fend the sanctity and dignity of every
human life and to honor this Papal ad-
monition.

Next week, on January 22, the anni-
versary of the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion in Roe v. Wade, hundreds of young
people from all across Kansas will
come together at the March for Life,
united in their mission to advocate for
the unborn. They will come from
Kapaun Mt. Carmel High School, from
Bishop Carroll High School, from Con-
away Springs, from Colwich, from
Chanute, and from all across the
Fourth District of Kansas.

I am proud that despite the millions
of abortions that have been performed
in the United States since Roe, that
these young people remain steadfast in
their efforts to end this unspeakable
violence which has acted as a scourge
against the unborn for far too long.

As these young people march on
America’s front lawn, the National
Mall, T am encouraged that together we
can secure the right for the life of the
unborn and end a practice that runs
contrary to the most sacred principles
on which this Nation was founded.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF
GEORGE MACOMBER
(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-

marks.)
Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, as chair
of the Congressional Ski and

Snowboard Caucus, I rise today to rec-
ognize the life of George Macomber, an
accomplished New England business
leader, a mentor, and a very dear friend
who passed away in December.

Throughout his career, George was
stalwart in his business, his athletic
prowess, and his philanthropy. He was
an Olympic ski racer on the U.S. ski
team in 1948 and 1952, an official for the
BEastern Amateur Ski Association, and
a leader in business and philanthropy
as president of the George B.H.
Macomber Corporation.

He loved the challenge and thrill of
downhill ski racing, and he was a
founder in 1957 of Wildcat Mountain
Ski Area in my district in Pinkham,
New Hampshire.

Yet, as George found such extraor-
dinary success, he never forgot to give
back to his community. Over the years,
he was a fierce supporter and advocate
for many important causes in Boston
and throughout New England.

He was the father of three extraor-
dinary ski racers and the grandfather
of several more. He and his wife Andy
masterfully balanced their ski racing
careers, their successful business ca-
reer, and their generous philanthropy.
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